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Recent advances in carboxylic acid reductases
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Abstract: Carboxylic acid reductases (CARs) are capable of reducing carboxylic acids to the respective
aldehydes under mild conditions, and have a broad substrate scope with no side products. Herein, we
summarize recent advances in the research of phylogeny divergence, protein structure, catalytic
mechanism and protein engineering of CARs, revealing its application prospect as an important tool
enzyme in biological transformation and synthetic biology.
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Mo 1959 4%, Farmer 2835 — Uk BLEL AL (AR R AT
DA /595 78 1 8 TS D A S I Y e i )
Hr, s ENTANAEY) . MY 2 shrh o %
B ZF0 ] LU R R I i S Ny 2R (3% 1), o,
AR M B Wi R B A I8 )R B (fatty acyl-CoA
reductase, FAR)HVUZEHG K Z 0 HAZ ARG, H
FRIR I 5 LA AR I £k A TS (IR i ok
A SIRBLILERIRE ), Bt —R oY, ok
U5y 200 B 0 DR 4R 40 B 1) T 4506 38 D it (aldehy de
oxidoreductase, AORMELHLERE ik, Wik
AL BB , AT DA S AL i g S {1 Bk
J5UHRY S S g e T A SR s SR R
T, R S AT 5 s oy, LB ) 5 B AR Ak R
R, N TARRIEES Yy, TN JF I KRS
Hr= IS IR IA 5 (carboxylic acid reductase,
CAR) fll a- 44 #& & — iR if )5 [} (a-aminoadipate
reductase, AAR)EA MU ZEHEL, 477 IF
ATP AT AL R R A= BT AL -AMP 2 5 A
NAD(PH #f —5E S, M2, RIS
B () AR 1S o F & W U HAE AL AL 6
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Table 1 Enzyme classes catalyzing carboxylic acid reduction

B FER IR I 2N IR A Wik J5 Y = 2
FEOT 1) o A SR AELRIB I I O TR IRA S il 2R G A
T G AR HLE S 5 T AT R, s AR
N T S A WAL R TR A A B S A B o
8 IO FH RT3

1 RREFEHHURERT

Je 90 o3 BT gexs T 1 i B A OC R 2 OCE
LIk, 2 TR TRIRIE RGN R G K
B!, Stolterfoht 4 g LR, 7E K
FFRE B FRIR T IH R R IR IA ) B(E.C.1.2.1.30) 1Y
17 ANECGTHIRIET 10 FhA B 7 FhELE) , JF@E
R R BN N 4 AP ESR IR
PRI Sy 9 RSP E D HA — 3R [ A
J6, MHFERIEARRIC EEENA Z1k08 . 25
W2 RN TAE WS — R SE TiX—458, #ilan
Khusnutdinova %X}k A ][0 FFEH AN
(Ascomycota) FHH T 2M(Basidiomycota)] . L H
I"J(Actinobacteria) . JEEER | 1(Firmicutes) 5 IE
I"J(Proteobacteria)ff) 1 755 EERUR IR R BT
RGERKB T, TR ANRRIE R IRIC S ik — 2
Gk 5 ANFERCOP FEIERE b, P ERRERE R
I | 2227 v N e T D BN Zi YN e S = E T €]

(=S Eyiis AR RS
Enzyme class Name Common/Abbreviation
E.C.1.2.1.42 oS RITTEAHTE A I 5t
Hexadecanal dehydrogenase Fatty acyl-CoA reductase, FAR
E.C.1.2.1.50 KEENR AR A 15 PR Wi A )5t
Long-chain-fatty-acyl-CoA reductase Fatty acyl-CoA reductase, FAR
E.C.1.2.1.80 K HENR I A 11 4 SR il RITTEARG A 65
Long-chain acyl-(acyl-carrier-protein) reductase Fatty acyl-CoA reductase, FAR
E.C.1.2.1.84 AR TS A G )5 NEITTEA T A Jd 5Bt
Alcohol-forming fatty acyl-CoA reductase Fatty acyl-CoA reductase, FAR
E.C.1.2.99.6 TS i S it T AR A i il
Aldehyde oxidoreductase Aldehyde oxidoreductase, AOR
E.C.1.2.1.30 NADP {555 FE R Nt S ity TR 5 it
Aryl-aldehyde dehydrogenase (NADP") Carboxylic acid reductase, CAR
E.C.1.2.1.31 L-ZE O TR R o-FHL T TR

L-aminoadipate-semialdehyde dehydrogenase

a-aminoadipate reductase, AAR

Tel: 010-64807511; E-mail: tongbao@im.ac.cn; http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn



AR FRIRIE R DT

2257

e RIRE R R R BN AU R,
20 A DR IR I i s AR O R TR w1, (A
T T o i B AR RS AR AT AR IR YR R
FERZEH T MR BRI L, X0t T HHA
ARSI . 2 AT S S T
TEREUAE Y S IR GE . L RUR IR I It 1
FE RSP PERAAR, W] BE R R A AL R BE A 2 A1
WA AT R,

2 FRPRITIREE Y S M T AL DL

H A C & A AR IR IA S5 2 3 sl
MIZEFISZE N, ANl 1 Bz, 4351 N-Si i T ok
fb, 45 #J 38 (N-terminal adenylation domain , A
domain) . i Ak 45 #4) 35 (thiolation domain, T domain)
A JR Bl 25 44 J5 (reductase domain, R domain), #H
BFC &) 205w e %8Ik 2 K& kg
(nonribosomal peptide synthase, NRPS), FRIERIA )
BB T N I AR & 45 F 8. NRPS 46 & 45
S AAR BB RRIE 45 A — & 1751
I, JEE SRy )], R Rr 2
E RS 0 B Y TR B 2 289 2k T 3 o de A1k
AEM). Finnigan 22552 WA I A BRI TL 45 A4 JsR
EIRRTTTE BB KRR IE R CoA iEHE (acyl-CoA
synthetase) . # Kk B¢ K i (luciferase) S AR A
Z KA B EA T P A0 e, & B S AR AR e iR
20%, HITAFEFIERERFHC, &L TR
5 NRPS H[R], SRR A it i ot A 45 A e e
T AR SR O R A D B A A
LRI IR B SR S B, ROTER B A B2 19
B 2 He R kL F2 i (phosphopantetheinyl transferase,
PPTase)ff b T~ 45 W 1R 122 19 B 5 £ Jrig B A H A i 422
FNORNF A 222008 b8 2), ST ARAT Al ) fe R HEAL
TEPES AT SR R IR 5l ) 8 S e 4 A
F 5 % I & 8 22 % (short-chain - dehydrogenases/
reductases, SDR), #A *<F 1% W& r &Iy
(Rossmann fold)™> 4, ZE3T {4 56 FRIR A S5 45 #4)
WA IR TR, VEEHED A S i 2 1)

5 T 5 e S P A G 78 A 5 T 4 A AR R
DR R, B8 TH42 il S 1 3 256 1 O SHETE I8 i g 2
Hdsk ks, AT, R B
RIL T —8 BRI Bt il (uniprot Q5B2B2) HA
MR ATRR 4544 , B C sy 2 I8 I 4 F s,
AT LA SEAEAR 2 YOB L TR 5P 2 SR IR A i
MR AL ZE A 2, X B B RS 7
THT AR 30T

A H I AR ARG IR IR A i Tl 4 il AR 2548
AW EBINC #HIE Tk A F Mycobacterium
chelonae

Nocardia iowensis . Mycobacterium

marinum F Segniliparus [¥) 5./ 22 S5 I8 2 A1) ik
25RO R R IR A TR LRI 2R UL NRPS, 1]
LAAr R PA R ILAS R 27

(1) ¥espIaei, TERURMRIE R i 42 .

(2) ATP SR HEHCEIEES G, R IR
TrmEAL . T MR IR 2 B FE 1k 2 — I AEREAY i
e, RRILAMTELTTE ATP BT IEALAEA,
HE T 25 TCHLEEBE IR (pyrophosphoric acid, PPi),
e — i E-AMP 259 .

(3) MEHAC MR IEAIRAS, I ML ZS A 5
T P A 2 AR ™ A B AR B 3R T . Tt & -AMP
S5 W RE Bl B W R U T 47 5 £ W AR 1) 5
Bk, BB TR AMP,

(4) ELBREEE AR SN, TERE-AR N IR R
S A B0 SR S AR

A 1 R Bacterial CAR
A 1 R Fungal CAR
ADA | AR (1) (R AAR
¢ AT R Typical NRPS

1 BRRTERE. o851 _MITREESIFZERS K
&R B Xt L

Figure 1 Domain architecture of CARs, AAR and NRPS!"!
e A JREBHLSEEG; T SEEE; R ERREEEH
B ADA: RITBREGEZMEG C: AE L.

Note: A: Adenylation domain; T: Thiolation domain; R: Reductase

domain; ADA: Adenylation activating domain; C: Condensation
domain.
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Figure 2 The catalytic model of CARs

(5) HRERTE NADPH 1 T 240 i A= plg s -
A JERL It 235 ) 38 R B P ST B T T 1) R SR PR UE T
PR IR L AR, B Lk — 2 DA BORH N 1
@?[17]O

(6) BRIl 21 BR T IR AL 25+ a

3 RREFEEHMERRLE

[l e R AIDRE yL i TR, N s% o 3 TiBuR
WK it Js 17 AT LR T 0 — 2 Je A DRy AR 25 v B I
FEY), AR ORI RS U ) ek (R I 25 H
Jim e R R P 2 ) 5, AR BRI AR A,
SRIVFZ (TR ok, (IANSGERUENE . IR
PR . DT GE AR IR S ATP #4145, itk st
TR RN 2 P IWL & = DD i 6 8
3.1 HEREREAELTFERES FRE

R il 1) — A 2 25 LR RIS 2
WRRIITR | 77 & HORMR SRR (1K 3), TR
SR AS 5 SCHR[3], SRR SR RN 5 T

— Thiolation domain

Phosphopantetheinyl transferase

~

O
Carboxylic acid
R y

2 2019 AR C RAEFR BRI I il 1) SIS A7) B HoAfte
1eiE 1o Wb, SCER[3IAR W S i i B i S 45 T
£ 2. X TIHEBRRIY), WIngs 3R 5
SR Ko, BEGMEALARCR s ARSIV M, S0 L
B P B AR L 2 T BRI SCR IR TR
(PR IR LA RS PR Z A 2 LS . — . PAIRES
ORI 2 P EERR A AL TE Y, AR
WM R IR AT ) 35 ) T P Bl e i RS 5 BRI
koo BRIRAE S ARG (i 1 ELAT B K B P 805
TR 2R, (R RCR T 5 & iR
F‘E%[QR]O

BRIRIEJEHENT C2—-C18 HINE iR Y ¥4 1%
P, Xt C5—C8 IR M fpe g (714131725290 Sfe gt
T ECRHLRE WK I 25 (Neurospora  crassa) ¥R B A i
fiff NcCAR X} T it , Stolterfoht 4538 £l A
PP FERR TR HE(P234 1 P285) i NN &R , 3N
B IR I 5O R, [RIBHE& T T X i R iS4
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Figure 3 Substrate scope of characterized CARs
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Table 2 Characterized CAR substrates and corresponding CAR activities from recent literature

' i27] TR PRI 5 ity MR S5 3R
No. Substrate CAR kca/Kim (L/(min-mmol)) References
1 Benzoic acid AncCAR-A 2.4 [12]
AncCAR-PA 22 [12]
AncCAR-PF 0.9 [12]
2 4-methylbenzoic acid AncCAR-A 61.3 [12]
AncCAR-PA 26.7 [12]
AncCAR-PF 8.8 [12]
3 4-methoxybenzoic acid AncCAR-A 34.7 [12]
AncCAR-PA 20.1 [12]
AncCAR-PF 11.4 [12]
4 3-methoxybenzoic acid AncCAR-A 11.9 [12]
AncCAR-PA 7.9 [12]
AncCAR-PF 43 [12]
5 3-phenylpropionic acid AncCAR-A 9.9 [12]
AncCAR-PA 6.9 [12]
AncCAR-PF 33 [12]
6 (E)-3-phenylprop-2-enoic acid AncCAR-A 226.1 [12]
AncCAR-PA 99.1 [12]
AncCAR-PF 51.0 [12]
7 Phenylpropyonic acid AncCAR-A 1.8 [12]
AncCAR-PA 0.6 [12]
AncCAR-PF 0.34 [12]
8 4-0x0-4-phenylbutyric acid AncCAR-A 10.6 [12]
AncCAR-PA 9.4 [12]
AncCAR-PF 4.4 [12]
9 2-thiophene carboxylic acid AncCAR-A 1.5 [12]
AncCAR-PA 1.4 [12]
AncCAR-PF 0.4 [12]
10 Octanoic acid AncCAR-A 34.8 [12]
AncCAR-PA 31.3 [12]
AncCAR-PF 15.2 [12]

3.2 RERCEMMBEEERES FIUE
BRI R & pH KZ A PE(pH 7.5).

TE 30 °C &MFF, O RAFARIRIE G211k
Z AL 55 h, FrRASEZBR A T AR IR S AN T
37 °C, HEALATRIA#ELE 48 WO KR
A J A A A AL RS2 — M. filan,  Yakunin 4]
BA & BB 5 55— FR L EA(DMSO) (1%). i FH
B (Mg 1 Ca™") Jr —E(1,4- T A 1,6-C0 )
(RN N 25 S 250 T PR TR A [ 1 MAB47 14 I 4K
P, fem IR BT 50%°1,

P& 1 SO I BE AT LU S R 5 SR TH IS
it V0 BRI 1A B ) 15 ] B 2 R S g 1 XSSy, T B
NS B T AT DA AE B S v AR K s ]
PEM T ROR, AR A AR AR R R
MR i S il R VR T 5 43 BFE TR (Mycobacterium
avium) ) MavCAR Fl 2k H F ¥ 7 K ¥
(Mycobacterium phlei)) MpCAR AHXT 45 Ay #4;
R E7E 45 °C 16 30 min S5 REE 900% LI T1,
M5 & 7E 30 °C Rk arik 123.2 07, gk
Ab, SRR T LR VA 22 55 TR (Thermothelomyces
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thermophila)f%) TtCAR e H— & 1) =y ik S A ML )
fif 521, Tmik%] 55.5 °C, HEIN 10% DMSO 5 H
2 I B AR R TE 90% L) P20 3 1) Harmer 11 BA
FIFHHA P4 R, B3R5 A AR S AR AL 7B
A T 3-FFT 35°C, 37°C FmEMiER T 9%,
BERTE T X R DMSO Wi 24k, e T
BRPERREE T HIMEALRE ) , A5 0 ki E YRR
W
33 BERAREBHNSEBERIEAE

FRIR I i i AT 52 25 1) Z2 S5 R SR P, T e A6
WA VEAEAE H RS XA R b iy — 28 o H i
T 1Z I RE T & NADPH JH AR &, H g
AR U S5 it 25 ) 5T 14 3 A R 1 sk 2 20
SR, PRI A i Bl R IE AL 25 AR IS T Al YIS
Yoke St R RS A XA, Ry
ERAFITA

W, Winkler A ATF A& T —FiBE T 50 4h Je 28
JCR R E AT, R 2-E kR Al
(2-amino benzamidoxime, ABAO)-5EEIEY) it ()45
S ISR SR A RGN S A R Y At B
J7 8 80 2 6 UE B 3BT 423 R IR (Nocardia
iowensis) R TR A JF i NiCAR ) E 15 58748 i 6 T
YErh, B TR AR Y kA, A
T NRPS S5RMRIE S AEIL LA, %2
NRPS 14 ey 2 i 16 77 12 U HZ 22 BB I5AG PP
(¥ £ )t T S — o PR A 1T FH ) AR T B,

4 RREFEEHHHET IR

A2 T A I A ) T e R 0 A R S B )l
¥, BRI NADPH il ATP, X—EfE LM TR
I TR G TV AR R o SR DR 1006 B e f B 1K) 7
AR RS, A4 A SR B R T
SRR PR o3 B . (1) ik B2 AT ™ 4 m]
REXTANA AT B, AL TO SR Y b3k,
(2) P T ) L e 3 S ) 2 i — A0 3 i e A
—RANE N (3) HELeR G UE A A B

TEAR PR, e fbacR; (4) dRikmd &,
PEAL SR BRI, THFE A4 DX S e G S8 ) T
RGP (5) WA NADPH Al 243
5, W TR BRI R

H T SR SERINE, —SEpFR AT TR
Hansen [ BASESE S 245 % L] (Schizosaccharomyces
pombe) FERIE £ (Saccharomyces cerevisiae)VE R
JERLGAY), IR T LT G A PR R A4 i il ik
RITEN I Z AR, a2k S U 98 3 Ml L 5 % il
(glycosyl transferase), Ff 7 BEF4 1L & HE-D-
B, FEAR T =5t iS4 i i 2000 Rt
S5GTHEN T B, FRARED™ P06 B AR,
NG F R BT 5 A%, AT AR
PR 500 mg/L (K 4P, K, Kunjapur 25
L R SR 6 DNINIEIEA, RENTEA
SR R A T A I 4R T R A e ) e A T
55 171,

I 5 R T s 1t i %) 40 23 e o e 16 34
RSN R UG R GBI 5 — 5 ] . 288
el B B SR NADPH PR R Z2 BB 9K, A [T A
i P B I )i it 5 4 2 W I Sl 1) R AR R A K
JYa A AT A L, ) D 2 4 Az A 22 T iy T4 D5 R )
AXTFRE S H TR T, SR
RS2 A I S Pt Y R g O, e
JI5E S 114 % DAL O S O 2 SR s 2 A A . 25 I
) 22 TR 3 i i ) S D 25 g a5 et M S )
FEARRLYE , G 21 AR {E R SRR 1A )5 B A ] NADH
Ve I v 10, RSh ATP FAE IR
Z X5 Z R PP M 7 %, IR
Wy 09 22 SRR IR R Al W R St A ik 2 J 1 1 404 4%
1M, AT SEAFAE IO MR A B bE , o i A iR R 2
T ol U B A A UTTE , T —E W B R B s
JE R WA S R AR ) A B 45 20 i — P R
25 25 P R R I Jir il AR A1 22 Il GRS AR s 1 T
e, HEI TR A AR A s
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Figure 4 Constructed a de novo vanillin biosynthesis pathway in yeast™*
TE: AsbF: 3-BiEZE R ARS; 3DSD: 3-BLAZERIMRBIKEE; OMT: O-HILH:HH.
Note: AsbF: 3-dehydroshikimate dehydrogenase; 3DSD: 3-dehydroshikimate dehydratase; OMT: O-methyl transferase.

5 FRIRIEIFFEEHY I 2L TR

TEAE YA R ALY I b, B A [ fb TR
S R TBe o FRBRIE Y [E Ak LA i Ak Tk
BB, HENTA A A EIRGER, Tumer F1EAF]
FHRDIALEUAR EziG™, 3T His Fr2 RSN 4
FO BRI R R Ak, TEPECRER 99%, 1t
A, R B R A1) 4 53 B BRI ] Cohesin-dockerin
M M UKz L R T R RGEAE KA B R T
T —A =R RS (R . FRIRIE 5 |
T I3 S ) , SR T R D IR H IR 3 B M e ) A
b, Bk 73% %, Mg THIBGE, ek
AR RAE SR . M pH . MR DL K ik
FERCYI A RGO/ Tttt %

WAEFIEER 5 WA 85%J5L15 J7), LT —
AR AT 5%
6 WAL KA AW F T R IRIE
M F

il . PR ORI 45 07 B I S 7
@ =Ry )1 i IRA oYt o S o S ST oYl | AN 1}
DAY E A R A O LA RIS,
22T ATk 250 F5101, 00 (o 7 B A SR IR A S
I e R S @ R i Rl T e S ST 3) s A i A A a8
pr2323537] Sp - Strohmeier 25| FHALFE NiCAR
Fl NcCAR TEN RSN Z BEIIR RS T 185 R
1SR KIS B AR S P B, e fb e S o 8
PR 5)*
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Figure S5 Preparative scale in vitro reduction of
piperonylic acid!*"!

{E: NiCAR: YT LB R RRIRICEH; NcCAR: i
FHIURENK IS R MR IA )R ; MrPPK: TR TL0 ARG E I £
SRR ; SmPPK.: T H 15 -hARALIR 1 1) 2 R IR I 5
PolyP: ZEwMth.

Note: NiCAR: CAR from N. iowensis; MrPPK: PPK from

Meiothermus ruber; SmPPK: PPK from Sinorhizobium meliloti;
PolyP: Polyphosphate.

i — B DR 4 SO R R, 3 e PR R A i
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[ g A R " > 5§ N K o1 W]
fIg Wi BE 2 B OEE N 4 B (aldehyde-deformylating
oxygenase, ADOYRIKA AR, Y o-
5 W (o-transaminase, o-TA)Z A LSS S HAT
HE I RIAR G T ARS8 Ay s LR 2 S e PR
BGET X —J7 T TAER) . i IR mE Ak 25 M
TEAL 1) (TEBE-AMP) &) 52 AN S A% 1500 (e i
SRR - AT DUEAL AR R L T eAh, B
TR fEA AR ) T HE, ARIER A I i T LSS
MATHIEG, SRR YRR R IR, RS AL
78]
7 NG

TR IR s g AT DML R BRIA S R AR N e . H:
JRYRaRT R, AR . 7 TR IR AR
g, PRI AERN G| 1 Bk 222 AR B Tl Ay
KE. SR, HATRTRAE PR IR I AT IH 2D,
M HRZED TR, B 2 BRI Y 5 i
FEFF R o SRR s i 0 FH AR TR VF 22 [n) 8, (il
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iR I i i 5 FLA AR T A S AR K S, AT A —
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