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Abstract: Exploring excellent new pullulanase genes, and enriching pullulanase theory are of great importance to realize
the industrialization of pullulanase. Three genes, pulA, pulB and pulC, encoding pullulanases, were cloned from Bacillus
cereus GXBC-3 by bioinformatics analyzing the open reading frame in Bacillus cereus, annotated as putative | and Il
pullulanases in the GenBank database. Characteristics of these recombinant enzymes were inducible intracellular expressed
in Escherichia coli, the results showed PulA was typical Il pullulanase. Recombinant PulA could hydrolyze o-1,4- and
a-1,6-glycosidic bonds. Its specific activity was 32.89 U/mg with an optimum temperature of 40 °C and optimum pH 6.5
using pullulan as substrate. And for soluble starch substrate, its specific activity was 25.71 U/mg with an optimum
temperature of 50 °C and optimum pH 7.0. PulB and PulC were | pullulanases and only hydrolyzed a-1,6-glycosidic bond.
The specific activities, optimum temperature and optimum pH of PulB and PulC for pullulan substrate were 228.54 U/mg,
45 °C, 7.0 and 229.65 U/mg, 45 °C, 6.5, respectively.

Keywords: Bacillus cereus GXBC-3, pullulanase, cloning and expression, characteristics

22 W (Pullulanase) (EC3.2.1.41) J2fg% A1 Tl FH 386 2% il T 37 1 B g [ 2 K ) iy 2
— Vo 2ok (Pullulan) . TEK . SZEETER Wr, HAHEE 5, FILEB R R 5 A
FUAE R AR SR ME T N 52 53 3205 a-1,6 R S A B WGEL D, S 2 g e B
— S UER I (SR DITE R ) , BT S HEVE R B o AR FE DN — ke ™ vl r e = i Y
AU Z2 W8 1) 53 = Bl W 25 B TP il — 2R 51 B KA — B bk Bacillus cereus GXBC-3 M rapgifs T
B EEERERTM, MiRIT Z BUH 6 A BE pulA. pulB HI pulC 3 AN smEREE, A
7K S Tt IO 5 B WA AL TE 1, REOK I o-1,6- PSE380 ik RGeS M T HAE K v h i 32
I a-A-BETF6RE, J2—Fh Z I REK e M I, ik, WA T EAR MR, izl —2
F% RS TER B . L RESEBC A, RE e iff 5 07 FH 25 e Sl
KT AL, 3R TE A BT RORL R R BRI
R teEORIT . BT 1 AR AE
Pl HEE A RO, B 11
I P 2 Wl SRR LR %, i B AR 111 FEERH
5B FR g PERE A S AN BEWE 2 T RR SR, FEIW FR P4 DI Nco I . Pst T . EcoR 1 | Prime
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STAR HS DNA %4, T4 DNA & 551 1
TaKaRa A Fl; 4 )@ & E M)Z AR A
Phamacia 23wl ; 22 208 . 2228 =My (aigal, H
bR 24 o [ o B
112 BEERFIBURL

EFE ZE MUAT B Bacillus cereus GXBC-3 15
KWitF i Escherichia coli XL10-Gold #PEFIF
IRERAR pSE380 H AR 526 28 A
12 A*%
121 L 2ERHE L

A5 GenBank %#i e 2 /21 iy Bacillus
cereus fBE Y T AR T A& 2 B3 H P41, JF
AT TAR S IR, & it51% (% 1), L Bacillus
cereus GXBC-3 & DNA Wt , F Prime STAR
HS DNA K& T PCR ¥1 HIWERH, PCR
iR KR 45 °C, FEf# 2 min 40's.
1.2.2 BEAFK MR HHERRREMAL

B H A EE N 8 12 5 35 804K pSE380 I,
L P RIESS , 163 E. coliXL10-Gold #E4T
IPTG 53Rk, WURERAE VIR 1 T s
VLN, W BV, (P 45 T B S R 2 b ek gk

1 LTE=EASMFT
Table 1 Primer sequences of pullulanase genes

fraifk, FIF SDS-PAGE #E i H ik >fe A6 ) 4k
TEARCR .
1.2.3 EEKNE

filg 3 MR e R 3,5- A Kk K A IR
(DNS) 7 2 (3B, B 500 b AN [ v 2 A
P, JNA 500 uL DNS, #E/KiA 5 min, &
TUK EYVe R EIR S, Wk 3 4%, AT IO ODsyo
B2 A A pibn i i Ze o I 090 e 58 AR
PG A bR A i 2 0 AT o A T B
T SUHTEBGE IR Sl pH &4 T, % Lk
N, A min ZERL 1 pmol i U B ) R —
AN B (1 V)
124 EHABEEXIEHNE

fi J8 (R AR T ) P Bradford W
TrEY R R . WA PR R S
FAE ik J1=1% 71 Ulmg 85 .
1.2.5 HPLC 24t

34 ;. [ltima Amino 100A 5u 1 (4.6 mmx
250 mm); K&l g% . Alltech 2000ES HY7% & 6 Bt
FEI#S s FshAH - KAH=65 : 35; ik : 1 mL/min;
FEiR: 28 C,

Primer name

Primer sequence (5'-3")

Forward pulA
Reverse pulA
Forward pulB

Reverse pulB

Forward pulC

Reverse pulC

CTACCATGGACCACCACCACCACCACCACTTGAAAGTAAAACGTCCAT
ATACTGCAGTTAATGATGATGATGATGGTGCATTATCGTCAATATATAC
CTACCATGGATCACCATCATCATATCATGTTTCAAATTCGAAAACAAC
CTAGAATTCTTATTTAATCGGTTTCTCTG
ACTCCATGGCCCACCATCATCATATCATGTGCAAATTACAAAAAGATT
GCCGAATTCTTAATGATGATGATATGGTGTTTAATCGGTTTTTCTG

Underlined for the restriction sites Nco I, Pst I and EcoR I; bold for His tag.
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2 HERG0H

21 LTEZREREMTE

HU5 pL PCR =Wy AT B e sE e ri Ik , 45
FnE 1 FR, JkiE 1. 2. 3 4513 pulA
(2 124 bp) . pulB (2 478 bp) #1 pulC (2 484 bp),
1t Signal IP 1 TMpred serve #Ef7HEF 155 kI
B K BRI, &I 3 NEEEBTLFE SRR, A
JiL P 43I 235

1 HEERREBEADTEE=MER PCR ¥ 18
=1
Fig. 1 PCR product of pullulanases gene. M: W2003
DNA marker; 1: pulA; 2: pulB; 3: pulC.
22 ELE=EEENRILSHL

B AL TR R 2% M T LB
(% 100 mg/L 1) Amp) w1, 37 CHEIIG I E IR
WS ODeoo 29 0.6, JHZHZ 0.5 mmol/L 11
IPTG T 37 CHEKIFETFRIL 10 ha, WEE
L W Wtk B, SRR MR ik al
b B & A, B 20 pb & AR AT
SDS-PAGE #E g ALK o 25 R &l 2 s, Kl
UKiE 3. 5. 7 2l R i Al 4 5 22
PulA. PulB F1 PulC, M3 [ 2k & FAH X 73
THILE 2,

2.3 EHEMEFERFAR
231 EHRRYERESHT

FH pH 7.0 (B IRER 22 i BC i 19 e B2 1A
(RIS A T S, 0228 - R KT
JIRML, A4 I R e LA 2
PUlA . PulB il PulC X A~ [m] JE& H A % 7K fiff 1 B2
ARG 3 R S IR R A, 4 HPLC
Oy AR A 2E = B PulA S RT K g ]
VPR VENS 7 A A2 2R RN A 2F B RIR S5 i
21 PulB 1 PUlC AR A AT I PETE R o 25 BT 4,
FLAMG PUlA REZKIR o-1,6-F1 o-L4-85 15, M 11
R 2 il s FZH R PulB Al PulC HUKf# o-l,6-
B, M L

B2 “LfEaEHLSE=H SDS-PAGE 73 1f

Fig. 2 SDS-PAGE analysis of the purified
reconbinant pullulanases. M: standard protein maker;
1: reconbinant E. coli XL10-Goldcontaining pSE380;
2: reconbinant E. coli XL10-Gold containing pSE380-
pulA; 3: recombinant pullulanase PulA purified on nickel
column; 4: reconbinant E. coli XL10-Gold containing
pSE380-pulB; 5: recombinant pullulanase PulB purified
on nickel column; 6: reconbinant E. coli XL10-Gold
containing pSE380-pulC; 7: recombinant pullulanase
PulC purified on nickel column.
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232 EHAMBERERAREE

I 50 pL FRBEEER S 450 pl 1934 2 p/
AR TETE R IR IRAE 15 "C~70 C F&HFE 5 "CJ
10 min J5 I BTG, DABEE S A VE R 100%
25 il P -l T s i 2. EEALER PulA 19
e e FEAE RS A (Amy A) BOf I E S 5N
40 'C. 50 C, HAEE == PulB 1 PulC Y5
TGRS 45 °C (] 3).

10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Temperature (°C)

B3 EHMHREERE
Fig. 3 Optimal temperature of recombinant enzymes.
FERSTRLBRIL S, KM el o 31 O LA B
30 min, Tl T RO 10 min J5 il e 5% A1 il
W01, AL PR B 2 100% , 23R -
FEXSBRAR B S M2 o KT 40 "CIY, 3 M 2H
FHXTER ARG 13 T 80% , A E MRS = T
40 “CHY, 3 i 20 B AH X BRAR TG 134 2 R
PRREMEZ (4 4).
2.33 HEHEERGE pH & pH RREH
M50 pL M RERER 5 450 pl 19% 136 2
I PETERY R WA pH 4.5~9.0 4, AER% 0.5 -
B, THRIEMEBERNY 10 min J5e B, DA
Wi fem FAE R 1009% , 221 pH-BEE 1 (4520 i
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2. AN PulA -8 2 EERITERE (AmyA)
i pH 43910 6.5, 7.0, FLEF PulB I PulC
() > iR pH 239028 7.0, 6.5 (&1 5).
R pH P Bealifb ARG, T4 C
AEFE 4 b, T A5 RN I R AR AR TS
DL £ 1 Ak PR A G R 100% , 2] pH-AH X
5% AR BEE T . 3 FhE 41/ pH 5.5~8.0 Y [l
WA ER AT S8, pH R@ tEgdy, Jopid
FERY pH Z51XF PulC AR5 ITEVE (8] 6).

10 20 30 40 50 60
Temperature (°C)

B4 FEMIARES
Fig. 4 Thermal stability of recombinant enzymes.

E5 Z=HAIRIE pH
Fig. 5 Optimal pH of recombinant enzymes.
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pH

6 EAESH pH IREM
Fig. 6 pH stability of recombinant enzymes.
2.3.4 Ca”' W EAMNEE R

W Ca® &k 43 1A 0~10 mmol/L F s FR il
W T 4 CLb3E 12 h, T 40 CLEE 30 min, 7£
B al 21N RO 4 Ca® e i - A X i TG g i
2k ., 7E 2~10 mmol/L & F P, Ca®* Xt F A1 PulA
PUlC & =g AR e A W B HIE T s 7E
0~10 mmol/L JEFEIP, Ca®* X HAIHF PulA JEH;
(AmyA) 5 PulB & 22 figHia i YA B K
WVEM, BHAYSIAE 2. 4 mmol/L B30T VE FH o
(& 7).

v

0

6 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Concentration of Ca’* (mmol/L)

B 7 Ca* W EAHIE AT

Fig. 7 Effect of Ca®* on thermal stability of recombinant

enzymes.

2.3.5 EDTA Xf &4 B M B

¥ EDTA Z4RFE 735124 0~500 mmol/L i #
BRI T 4 CHbFRE 12 h, FEfed 504 F 5IRYIR
)5 432 EDTA WREE-FIXT S Jiih k. 78
10~40 mmol/L X FE 21l PulA 5 4 FiRE A
B BORER], BSOS VEHIBE EDTA MR BERS R
M85 ; 7E 50~500 mmol/L P %} 541 fiff PulA %
B 2R PEA R A EIE A, EAD R
WRPE GG 58 . £E 50~500 mmol/L Py X B 21 il
PulB & 22 & M B i IR T, B IAE
FH BV B 1A IS 3% . /£ 10~500 mmol/L A X}
AN PulB & =G VEA WEMEIEN, B
A P BE A B 15 K358 . 7E 10~500 mmol/L
PO EE 2 PUIA JERTEG (AmyA) TEHA R B E
IR R, ELECA R R T Bt v B 96 R TE B b A
(&1 8)
236 ZRBEFINEAMEENEM

LU R 2 mmol/L 1A R 4 Js AL B
BREEH, T 4 CALBR 12 h, 7Efoli 50 F 58S
R 5 43 500 I 22 4 Jei 5 - A X T ) R
Mg . MnZ*Xf B ZH G PUlA 6 2 Fi G VAT 2
WeEAEHL, TCuPt, Zn® | Fett X HAA B M
YERL; Cu®. zn*. Mg®. Mn**. Ba® % 4 i
PUIB %5 % il Pt S 1R L i Fe® Xt I
A BEMFER; Zn™ . Mg®, Mn®* | Ba® i
YU PUlC 345 2 BG AT W E WS VE L i
Ca?', Cu®. Fe®". Fe*'XfH A B EMHEMN;
Ca®. Mg™. Ba*". Fe*XIHif PulA JEHHG
(AmyA) TR B BOE R, T Zn® 3 HA
samdrER (181 9).
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120 [ 1

0 10 20 30 40 50 100 200 250
Concentration of EDTA (mmol/L)
8 EDTA X EHME ARG
Fig. 8 Effect of EDTA on recombinant enzyme activities.

160 1 L

= [HRA B RN ERLN HR 0 ERID HE AE R

2+

Ca

2+

Cu

2+

zn”  Mg® Fe Mn" Ni' Ba® Fe”

Concentration of metal ions (2 mmol/L)
9 ERBTFNEHEMFEENFMm
Fig. 9 Effect of metal ions on recombinant enzyme activities.
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24 EHBBILENE Knv Vi NE

Pl 1.2.4 J7ikiE £ AR LG ). TR
T A AT BOAS [ VR BE 1) 5 65 2 W 0T 3 1 T R
[S], Mg v, A E v 5 U[S], @
i Lineweaver-Burk XUEIEL/E B R 1545 5 21 il
X 2T PERER Y Ko (EA Vinax, S5
= 2,
3 ik

e 2 il AR 4 X ) R S — T Ay
AU A0 e il T 08 % il SRR
Mg, FESEEKE o-16-M 5, B ALEE 2 =
LML a1 4B S Z R Y, 1TSS
227t Rk amylo-pullulanse, BERE/Kf# a-1,6-B54F
B, MREKE a1 4B, AR 2
Mg oy AR KR ZE R, M 76~150 kDa A55;
THEATE &AL RSE X, AFEA0 B >4 WA
DK, | 24 g N-d DX R o- T A9 G S 5%
Ll 22T U E A ) 45 R DA T A K fig o
fig B AHFSE 1 Yk SR T 7 [ —#k Bacillus cereus
GXBC-3 i3I BT FIA T 34~ PIFPRIRZE

x2 EHEBENNE

Table 2 Activities of recombinant enzymes

RIS 22 L pulA L pulB #1 pulC. HH pulA
Sy I A 22 Jg LY, HERIATIME PulA fE R
IKf# a-1,6-F1 o-14-BE1T5E, BT Re SR IE TR
ZEMFT T Bacillus circulans F-2 i T #3122 i
FEAB), i rh O S A A TS AR D3 e o 5 T8
pulB 1 pulC >y T - = AL, LR
PulB 1 PulC HKfi# o-1,6-BE 18 . B Al & B K
Z R A LTS R, A0 b R TR A
Bacillus cereus fit 3 >4 g 5 il 3 3079, jxut
B 22 Wl 7 AR A T R P IR 2 AT T
=3 o A S
alkalophilic Bacillus sp. KSM-13781CVF1ig Hu i
FFE thermophilic Bacillus sp. AN-7Mf T #13%
£ 2 TG 05 133.6 U/mg. 83.1 U/mg Al
1515 U/mg. miAffsr I 134 2= PulB i
PUIC 1 i 13594330 230 Uimg, B G HEF Hiflh
[F) A & B T 75 22 g

¥ 3 A& L EfEfE SMART serve MEfTI6E
SERGIRTM o3, K IILHSRIE TrE ki 13 XK
B (GH 13) &R, B & b 454 3k
Aamy b, & —BBAIIHERY N 3mZb 5L pfm

Bacillus circulans F-2[%

Recombinant pSE380-pulA

Recombinant pSE380-pulB  Recombinant pSE380-pulC

Enzyme Pullulanase PulA  Amylase AmyA Pullulanase PulB Pullulanase PulC
Protein expression (g/L) 4.23 6.43 3.33
Molecular weight (kDa) 84.56 94.71 95.37
Specific activity (U/mg) 32.89 25.71 228.54 229.65
K (9/L) 0.33 2.63 1.17 1.96
Vmax (rmol/(min-mg)) 40.65 92.59 434.78 400.00
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% 3 Hfth Bacillus cereus B & 2 E 14 R
Table 3 Pullulanase properties from other Bacillus cereus

Enzyme Specific

Strain Pullulanase C?)ﬁgirpi?)ln pr(ciji/l#q:}_i ;)n ?at;quéy)/ Km (9/L) V(nrﬁ)l(n(%g()))l/ Others
B?:%I'Fi-cl%r[%us Type 1 60°C, pH6.8 16 _ : 3 ;e;asir:?:d 89% activity
Bactlus &5/ Typell  55°C, pH 6.0 - - 1.1 0.275 mzlbli\l"of strong
s o owee- - om - - e

CBM-48; & 4§ PulB FI PulC if & — SEME D e IR AR, TR
2 PE-EHEAE N gl Pfm PUD, HA MEREE 2 T, A& 2 e &
ZWEgEE ihe, SRR R EA G, Martin SO 40 M 5 A S5 ) B F R AR
Machovi¢ F1 Stefan Janecek #9220, ik 5%, SL T DL i Fe ik R G AT AL G 2 g
H ) GH13 W& 2 i A} CBMs Kk [R] i 2 oo, femngRiha, WuRmmG )y, wod
B a-TEBE | M L BE M, SRR L T BRI SRR . pH A2, R
Pe; TEPTA X R E R, B0 R TEEES TN

— AR FE BRSO SE R A S B

m@ mﬂﬂr

?j
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