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Abstract: To construct a prokaryotic promoter report system with wide applicability, a series of pFGH reporter vectors
based on lacZ gene and pUC replicon were constructed from plasmid pFLX107 through the replacement of multiple cloning
sites and sequence modifications. The plasmid with the lowest background activity was selected as the final report system with
the lacZ gene deletion strain MC4100 as the host bacterium, following by testing with inducible promoter araBAD and the
constitutive promoter rpsM. The background activity of pFGHO06 was significantly lower than that of other plasmids of the
same series, and even lower than that of reference plasmid pRCL at 28 °C (P<0.01). Further evaluation tests show that the
plasmid pFGHO06 could be used to clone and determine the activity of inducible promoter or constitutive promoter, and the
complete recognition of the target promoter could be achieved through blue-white selection in the simulation test of promoter
screening. Compared with the reported prokaryotic promoter report systems, pFGHO06 has the advantages of smaller size, more
multiple clone sites, adjustable background activity, high efficiency of promoter screening and recognition, thus with a wide
application prospect.
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Table 1 Primer sequence used in this study

Primer name Primer sequence (5'-3’) Restriction site
lacZ-F1 AGGTATACATATGACCATGATTACGGATTC Nde I
lacZ-F2 ACTTTATTAAGGAGGTATACATATGACCATGA Nde [
lacZ-F3 AGTAGATCTTTTAACTTTATTAAGGAGGTATACA Bgl II

lacZ-M1-F GTGAAATTATTGATGAGCGTGG

lacZ-M1-R ~ CCACGCTCATCAATAATTTCAC

lacZ-M2-F AGCGATAACGAACTCCTGCAC

lacZ-M2-R ~ GTGCAGGAGTTCGTTATCGCT

lacZ-M3-F ACGGTTTCCACATGGGGATTG

lacZ-M3-R  CAATCCCCATGTGGAAACCGT

lacZ-R ACGTCTAGATTATTTTTGACACCAGACCA

MCS1-F GGATCCTCGAGCATGCCTGCAGGTACCAATTGAGCTCAAGCTTGAATTCGTCGACTAGTA
GATCTACTAGTCGACGAATTCAAGCTTGAGCTCAATTGGTACCTGCAGGCATGCTCGA

MCS1-R
GGATCCGC

MCS2-F CGAGCTCGAATTCACTAGTAGATCTTAACTTTAAGGAGGTATACA

MCS2-R TATGTATACCTCCTTAAAGTTAAGATCTACTAGTGAATTCGAGCTCGGTAC

t0-F TTACCGCGGGATTCTCACCAATAAAAAAC

t0-R TAAGCATGCGACTCCTGTTGATAGATCCA

MCS5-F GAATTCTCGAGGTACCGAGCTCACTAGTA

MCS5-R GATCTACTAGTGAGCTCGGTACCTCGAGAATTCTGCA

MCS6-F GATCTTTAAGAAGGAGATTGTCA

MCS6-R TATGACAATCTCCTTCTTAAA

DSeq-F ATGGAAAAACGCCAGCAACG

DSeg-R TTCGCTATTACGCCAGCTGG

araBAD-F AGCGCATGCTTATGACAACTTGACGGCTA Sph I
araBAD-R GTCAGATCTCCCAAAAAAACGGGTATGGA Bgl I
rpsM-F GAGGCATGCCTGATTTTTTCGCATATTTT Sph 1
rpsM-R GCGAGATCTAATATGTACGTACCATGCTG Bgl II

Bold: mutated base; italic: restriction endonuclease site.

PR Sac I1/Bgl 1MV B AMPARS AR u, K H 5
a0 B3 A2 Sac 11/Bgl I A§YI pFLX107-lacZ H
R AL 2 1% 5 kE pFGHOL I pFGHO2., 7 L4l |,
PLJSCRE pFLX107-lacz Ry A5 A, F FH 51 4 X
t0-F/t0-R ¥ ¥4 1lF t0 JfKe L4l FE b 2 ook
pFGHO1 Al pFGHO2 1) Sac II Fll Sph T {37 5 2 [q],
Re s sl Fiki pFGHO3 F1 pFGHO4, JFiki pFGHO5
W) 3E 1K ok pFGHO4 Hr Pst T A1 Bgl T [i (4 it
a7 YIRS LIS PEE K HO5 1 9% MCS5-FIMCS5-R 4
1 JR%I pFLX107-lacZ 438 B i M, Mok pFGHO6 W U2 )ik: pFGHO5 H
Fig. 1 Physical map of plasmid pFLX107-lacZ. Cat:  Bgl 111 Nde I [AIfREYIIT 91 LA PR A IO BER %

chloramphenicol acetyltransferase gene; Ori: origins of e L L N
replication; pR: the rightward lambda promoter; cI857: a 17T Bt MCS6-FIMCS6-R BHEETIAL (14 2).

temperature sensitive repressor cI857; lacZ: p-galactosidase . - e
. . 3 o, 0 v \
gene; rrnBT1T2: ribosomal RNA operon T1T2 terminator; 15 KEAHFE MC4100 B2 S AR H &

t0: lambda tO terminator. KIFFFHE MC4100 J2%37 75 41 g i) ol 25 = Be

Bgl 1l

Orj

pFLX107-lacZ
5729 bp
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100 pL 4HEA 5 IR T 10 mL Y LB ks g e rp
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FEHIMA 100 pL B4R 15% H A 0.1 mol/L
CaCl, S Mk Rk IA, 40 CUKFAPAAE &
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T S T e ) T—nnﬁhw}“ Sidlan T
T T T RKpw S o

2 RHTFIRERAEE

37 CHiFE X EUERKW, 288 Thongaram &5/
TP A BT B-2F FUBFER RS P 5 P2,
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10 min, 7+ B8, SRS Z ZZ20i (0.06 mol/L
Na,HPO,-7H,0, 0.04 mol/L NaH,PO,H,0, 0.01 mol/L
KCI, 0.001 mol/L MgSO,, 0.05 mol/L B-#ii 5 2, i)
rh E 5 U H ODgoo, ARG HI Z 22 vPiB0Rs Ak
PRV AE LB S 10 R RR 2 1 mL, [mIFE R R
FA 100 pL 4244551 50 uL 0.1% SDS, ®iEiRA) G
T 28 "COKI 5 mino KR EE RS 4 A 0.2 mL
ONPG (4 mg/mL), [RIRFHERRICEINARTE, K5
BT 28 CHEEWE, FRIEWEAE, MA
0.5 mL 1 mol/L Na,COs i A5 1 S, PR HERfIC
SENARTA]. 8% 1 mL A EP B0, DURK
EE B0 5 min IRBRAMEGREZE AL, e
£ 420 nm F1 550 nm 4k ) OD fH. B-2F-FLWHH B
PELL Miller Units (MU) %75, #4E FAIAGH6 .

MU=1 000x[(OD420—1.75%x0Dss0)]/(T*Vx0ODgg0)

A, T O RONIETE] (min); Vo4 F A6 Y
B FRIER (mL).

lacz rrnBTI1T2 Cat  Ori

pFGHO1 (4 878 bp)
lacz rrnBTIT2 Cat  Ori

pFGHO2 (4 859 bp)
lacz rrnBTIT2 Cat  Ori  t0

+ pFGHO3 (4 966 bp)

lacz rmnBTIT2 Cat Ori 0
+ pFGHO04 (4 947 bp)

lacz rrnBTIT2 Cat Ori t0
— pFGHOS5 (4 951 bp)

lacz rrnBTIT2 Cat Ori  t0
-+ pFGHO6 (4 949 bp)

Fig. 2 Maps of promoter reporter plasmids. Cat: chloramphenicol acetyltransferase gene; Ori: origins of replication;
lacZ: B-galactosidase gene; rrnBT1T2: ribosomal RNA operon T1T2 terminator; t0: lambda t0 terminator.

% : 010-64807509

. cjb@im.ac.cn

325




326

ISSN 1000-3061 CN 11-1998/Q 44 T.#£2:4) Chin J Biotech

1.7 BEzhF araBAD # rpsM B4 52 B& K% 5& 140
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rpsM-R, H PrimeSTAR HS(Premix) = 1 B iF
1T PCR Y4, SRJ5 KM, 2 Sph 1 1 Bgl 11
Wi e, % AR KEZ Sph 1 /Bgl 11 XU ¥ i
PFGHO6 JiThr Hfr, f 2 i B ) 1) JB R 43 31 iy 44
5y pFGHO06-araBAD #1 pFGHO6-rpsM. % i 5
araBAD Fil rpsM 936 PRI E 2 I8 1.6 Frid 7 ik F
28 CIGFRAME T 47, Frh araBAD B TE PRI &
T LE A TR R % 20 B A BT A 0.29% 1 By 7
AR T
1.8 BaFIiFEMR

¥ 45 Bkl pFGHO6-rpsM . pFGHO6-araBAD
H1 pFGHO6 )R E MC4100 737l B b 22 75 54
RN LB IR FREPIRGEFRIR, REH
B H ODgoo &£ 0.5 &£, & 1 1 W LLHIRE K
% ¥F % MC4100 (pFGHO6-rpsM) #iI MC4100
(PFGHO6-araBAD) 737l 55 MC4100 (pFGH06) i
GIEE YRS, oAl TAUE A X-gal 1Y
LB M Fn [l it Ay X-gal/Blhi A B LB 47t
PESEAR, BT 28 CHiFR. K MREE, S4UH
LW EREVLBEIR 10 N ArEE, Al
DSeq-F/DSeq-R #H17H PCR %5, JfRfibLi%
3 BRBAMEFERE A TAY T8 (1) KA R
O HEA TN BRI
1.9 HitHth

KA SPSS22.0 X BT A Eud A T 41T o
Mr, BdE 2z 5 R t KR, P<0.05 il P<0.01 435
Vi k2 5 300 25 FIAW 08 5 1) 0 8 A v

2 HER5AW

21 lacZ EAMESRT R RIE
PLBTRL pRCL SWARAR, 514X lacZ-Fl/lacZ-
M1-R . lacZ-M1-F/lacZ-M2-R . lacZ-M2-F/lacZ-M3-R .

lacZ-M3-F/lacZ-R s 243 K /N 51 861 bp .
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1133 bp. 1042 bp. 122 bp AYTHIA HAY A Bt 4R
J& LAY B AR G BHR , lacZ-F2., lacZ-F3
Ml lacZ-R A 14519, AT "4 ES PCR, K
T35 3 119 bp & 5848 7 551 lacz 3 A KB )v
AR R B (B 3)o B2l 45 SR R i
lacz Y Clal . Sacl . Nde I Bz 5 4%
B ER, IF RS TE 5456 T
22 RBaFiREHANEE

RO AN =TT A N I = ) Bl A=/ A
pFGHO1-pFGHO6, X DSeq-F #il DSeq-R 5141t
PCR %5 , Al 43 il 4734 th K /N2 >k 328 bp .309 bp .
416 bp. 397 bp. 401 bp #1399 bp AT H A A
BL, WifE NS MR pRCL Rk N R AEY 14 H A BL
(&l 4),

bp M 1 2 3 4 5
5000

1500

1 000
750

100

3 lacz ZEWEE PCRERRE

Fig. 3  Site-directed mutagenesis of gene lacZ by
overlapping PCR. M: DNA marker DL5 000; 1: lacZ-F1/
lacZ-M1-R; 2: lacZ-M1-F/lacZ-M2-R; 3: lacZ-M2-F/
lacZ-M3-R; 4: lacZ-M3-F/lacZ-R; 5: lacZ-F2+lacZ-F3/
lacZ-R.

4 RBEFIRERKE PCRETE

Fig. 4 PCR identification of promoter reporter plasmids.
M: DNA marker DL5 000; 1-6: pFGHO1-pFGHO06; 7:
pRCL.
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Shy T B3 O B E 235 A ) T R VK AR R /N Y
ST, PRI G Bgl 11 %ok pFGHO1-pFGHO6
PEATBARGY), [RIREA Pst 1 X ks pRCL R4 T BAMN
YI, SRIG TRk, 25 R E R4 Byl 11 FRY)AZR
P JFki pFGHO1-pFGHO6 #1137 T 5 000 bp Kk, 5
RN (5059009 4 878 bp. 4 859 bp. 4 966 bp.
4947 bp. 4951 bp 14 949 bp, WLl 2) #H4F (& 5).
e 2 TG TR I 3 25 SR 8 S5 Y A1 — 3

2.3 JRfiI pFGH06-araBAD #1 pFGHO06-rpsM
B3R

53 LATRL pKD46 #il pFPV25.1 Jygsitl, H]
5| ¥ %} araBAD-F/araBAD-R 1 rpsM-F/rpsM-R i,
Ihy 3 R /Ny Sk 1217 bp 1150 bp (5 BRI
BRI 5 AR SR L) AT H B (] 6).
L1514 DSeq-F/DSeq-R X4 % Jfiki it PCR %
TE, A4 H KNS 1571 bp FiT 498 bp Y
T E 0 R B, i B W R B (B 7).

bp M 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
5000

2 000

1000

500
250

E5 BaFRERKNMEBILEE

Fig. 5 Electrophoresis of promoter reporter plasmids
digested by restriction enzyme. M: DNA marker DL5 000;
1-6: pFGHO1-pFGHO06 digested by Bgl II ; 7: pRCL
digested by Pst I .

bp M 1 2 3 4 5 6

5000

2000
1000

250
100

6 /EEF araBAD #0 rpsM A9 PCR # 1

Fig. 6 PCR amplification of promoter araBAD and rpsM.
M: DNA marker DL5 000; 1-2: araBAD; 3: negative control
for araBAD; 4-5: rpsM; 6: negative control for rpsM.

% : 010-64807509

bp M 1 2 3
5000

2000
1 000

500

250

7 ki pFGHO06-araBAD #1 pFGHO06-rpsM By PCR
£33

Fig. 7 PCR identification of plasmids pFGHO06-araBAD
and pFGHO06-rpsM. M: DNA marker DL5 000; 1:
pFGHO06-araBAD; 2: pFGHO06-rpsM; 3: negative control.

LI 25 AL R, LA kL pFGHO6-
araBAD 1 pFGH06-rpsM .
24 RBHFHRESABHERIEMHENE

1 28 CHiFE41F T, pFGHO1-pFGHO6 (11
EEYE R (31.4+2.2) MU, (74.843.3) MU,
(18.2+2.0) MU, (32.7+1.8) MU, (18.7+1.3) MU #
(12.2+0.6) MU, T 7E 37 CHEF AT BYH 50G T
W] 4391k (147.848.1) MU . (203.6+6.5) MU .
(57.0+4.1) MU, (98.3+4.7) MU, (62.4+3.9) MU #
(42.7£3.7) MU (A 8). Zila#ris, pFGHO1-
PFGHO06 F 4 FURLTE 28 CHEF: 41 T B 5HiG 1
YoM @R THAE 37 CIEFRAFM T B 500G M
(P<0.01); 7EMFMREET , BTk pFGHO6 (97 5tifk
PEY) BT W R4 H A Bk (P<0.01), i JBTk:
pFGHOL il pFGHO02 1175 5= i 4 W) {35 & - Ho Al
A JF ki pFGHO3 il pFGHO4 (P<0.01). 1 g X BE 1)
A SRS FORL pRCL 76 B AR BE T 1975 i v
390 (21.3+1.7) MU Al (20.6+1.2) MU (/& 8),
TLRFEES (P>0.05), HIY B35 T ikl pFGH06
£ 28 CHEFRFAMF T 5UE M (P<0.01).

2.5 BzNF araBAD #A rpsM BYETEDN E
AR B-FFU S D e 45 R 2R
%S Ar (0 hy J3shF araBAD A9 G AL N
(5.3+0.2) MU, JMAPBTHAMEAES 1 h, 2h 1 3h
JE R3S A (2 276.4452.2) MU |
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(4 407.8+91.3) MU, (9 160.5+163.0) MU, ®iES
A EJE T 429.5 7%, 8317 f5A1 1 728.4 1% Hz
AHR 2, R 8T rpsM 7E 0 h B9 TE B
(6 423.7+138.4) MU, 1 h. 2 h Hl 3 h ({551
J (8 670.3+310.8) MU, (1 0245.0+154.3) MU,
(12 081.7+253.6) MU, & 0 h &M 1.3 £%.
1.6 f5H1 1.9 /% (K 9).
2.6 BENFIFENE

ESA X-gal 1) LB Fitk VA b RKHAFE

210 T

[128°Cc E37°C
180

H

150

120

90

60

A LA

SO a0 0 a0 0o ach
FOTHOT JOTROT GO GO 9

[-galactosidase activity (MU)
L

8 RIFRERNMEREMY
Fig. 8 The background activity of promoter reporter
plasmids.

14 000 [
[JaraBAD [ rpsM
S 12000 —
=
2 10000 | ]
= T 1
S 8000}
]
€ 6000
&
g 4000}
[}
a0
& 2000 Ff "‘
0
0 1 2 3
t(h)

E 9 BT araBAD FA rpsM &%
Fig. 9 The activity of promoter araBAD and rpsM.
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MC4100 (pFGHO6-rpsM) T S5 (& 10A),
EEA X-gal/BTHAER LB Stk AR - K FT
W MC4100 (pFGHO06-araBAD) [ 7% 1 & % {4
(K1 10B), ifi KI#HTFE MC4100 (pFGHO6) 7£ X
FlF-Hr bR VE 4 S . LS8 DSeq-F/
DSeq-R X Bl AL $k W% 75 (49 H 09 o2 B i 17 14
PCR %7&, FrA wwlEXInl 43t 1l B 1Y 25571
KNG 52k 498 bp A1 1 571 bp (&l 10C), FEHL
PEREIN 25 SR I A T
3 it

B-F AL M) I AFAE T 2R EYh, fEK
U AU RN A A, R LT
PIVER, AIK LB 220 S 30, G # e FLbE
BAWFIESTY, EAEA SR A E IR
FEAMEHPL msh, - FUB R TR
REfiZ Y B, BA 2 b, B
TERSA A T ARe R TIRE, X e f S 15 H 4
T JEN lacZ [ 20 22 60 AEAR AR B4 B LISk sl il
R R DR T RESE IR T A — A AR SR R S 24
Hrh FF IR sh TR0k . 50k sl ae il 50 2
AR Z AR R A — AT

TESEBRI Y, A T AR TE R SIS T
P, HET lacZ BRI 3 FHS R 2 LUK
P8 DL BORL A B AR A A, (H  TARRRACK, 25
T B IR A AR 1 0 I BEAR O 55 3 2 e A
RPE, MU R A, AR50 pUC B R
B Fol AR B FikE ReEz . MER Bk
pBR322 HYATAMA, pUC BY Gk b 4 il -k = 452
il #% DK rop ZEH, [RIBFAEE H15 19 RNATL X
BAFTE RS, XA AL R  N (9+5 D%
BB T oRA BURL , AN AR 37 T B AT X — 3%
TR, 3 — S AR A YR 5T P AR FE
52, PARs¥5 DUFORE pFLX107 (pUC U JTkr) Sy B fi
My LAY 2250 5ok pFGHO1-pFGHO6 75 28 ‘C
FAEM TS G EHR R ZEMTHE 37 C
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C
5000

1500
1 000

500

250

bp M1 234567 8 91011121314151617181920

& 10 XBA+FE MC4100 (pFGHO06-rpsM) (A) 1 MC4100 (pFGHO06-araBAD) (B) HIE &R 7SF PCR £ (C)
Fig. 10 Colony morphology of E. coli MC4100(pFGHO06-rpsM) (A) and MC4100(pFGHO06-araBAD) (B) and PCR
identification (C). M: DNA marker DL5 000; 1-10: pFGHO06-rpsM; 11-20: pFGHO06-araBAD.

KR R sk . miSE T plsA El T
22 [k pRCL 763X P A IR BE T B9 76 1 /N
i, WABEES. BEAFENR, EWFNRE
T, Jiki pFGHO1 Fll pFGHO2 (175 5t 1 1t 44 13 3
& T HAT R Foki pFGHO3 il pFGHO4, % TH &
FELEH AU ZE — A2k T 10, BRI — 34
] REMRREAE I, 0 RN AARUPHIE T 2 e
SR T 9 v e 19 5 2t R

TEFTHIEERY pFGH R4 FkiH, pFGHO6 (1)
T 50IE R K T R R A oAb Ok, 7E 28 CHEE
FAFT 2 B ER TR N 2% okl pRCL 1T
o ST R, Uk pFGHO6 A A
T 55 5 2hF ALY S )7 1 T B S0
T B AR TS s F i e e, GE A
P BRE G 228 B AT S BT B AR S 3 19 58 41U
XY R, HEHT &P 85T,
7] B S50 R 58 S AR DG SC 36 i, pUC B 48 DL
KLIR AT ARG 2 F et R 46

HUOHGEMIT A, AW IR R
i 2 45 2 58 pFGHO6 HA LL T i : Dpuc
ROk Ay v 45 DR, {H i pUC B ks &2 il 7
(IR RERE DG, A HAE B B B —E R
W, ARSI H B BEA TR R IR IR R

% : 010-64807509

AT HA SE v s @B/ NARFR (1L 4 949 bp),
A AT BRI RS e PE R LR s O B4Rk
R ET TG 2 F X IEA T 2 e A T
JF 50 H 8 A DDA 505 B0 1 5 B B 1 5 DX Ji
¥l shF HAT B RO R0R o i e 5 (45 L 7E
FHF JAZ I )1 (A i 326 70 56 5 s LA B K (1403 g
PE, WUAEA )2 W0 AT
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